Appendix: Question Wordings and Codings for Table 1
The 2006 Civic and Political Health Survey consists of telephone and web interviews with 2,232 individuals 15 and older living in the continental US. The sampling frame included youth ages 15-25 (N=1674) and adults 26 and over (N=547).  For our purposes, we confine the sample to individuals aged 18 and over.  The key comparison we make is between students and the non-student general population.  Students were defined as those respondents currently in college (undergraduate) according to the question: “Are you currently enrolled in school?” (Q.8). The non-student general population was defined as those indicating any other response to the enrollment question.  All analyses were conducted using the probability weight variable (“weight”). 
Question wordings and coding:

Partisanship

(0=strong Republican to 1=strong Democrat)

Seven-point partisanship scale calculated by combining responses to three questions:

· In politics today, do you consider yourself a Democrat, Republican, Independent, or something else? (Q.106)

· [If Democrat or Republican in Q.106] Do you consider yourself a strong [Republican/Democrat] or or not so strong...? (Q.107)

· [If not Democrat or Republican in Q.106] Do you lean more toward the Democratic party or more toward the Republican party? (Q.108)

Ideology 

(0=Very Conservative to 1 = Very Liberal)

In general, would you describe your political views as very conservative (0), conservative (.25), moderate (.5), liberal (.75), or very liberal (1)? (Q.109)

Religious Attendance 

(0=Never to 1=More than once a week)

Aside from weddings and funerals how often do you attend religious services: more than once a week (1), once a week (.8), once or twice a month (.6), a few times a year (.4), seldom (.2), or never (0)? (Q.114)

Importance of Religion 

(0=Not very important to 1=Very important) 

How important would you say religion is in your own life: very important (1), fairly important (.5), or not very important (0)? (Q.115)

Limited Government

(0=Government should do more; 1 = Government does too many things)

Which statement do you agree with (Q.88): 

· Government should do more to solve problems (1), or 
· Government does too many things better left to business and individuals (0) 

Homosexuality as a way of life 

(0=should be discouraged; 1 = should be accepted)

Which statement do you agree with (Q.95):

· Homosexuality is a way of life that should be accepted by society (1), or

· Homosexuality is a way of life that should be discouraged by society (0)

Contribution of immigrants to society 

(0=immigrants a burden; 1 = immigrants a strength)

Which statement do you agree with (Q.96):

· Immigrants today strengthen our country because of their hard work and talents (1), or

· Immigrants today are a burden on our country because they take our jobs, housing & health care (0)

Social trust 

(0=out for themselves; 1=try to be helpful)

Which statement do you agree with (Q.86):

· Most of the time people try to be helpful (1), or

· Most of the time people are just looking out for themselves (0)

Follow politics 

(0=never to 1=most of the time)

Some people seem to follow what's going on in government and public affairs most of the time, whether there’s an election or not. Others aren’t that interested. Do you follow what’s going on in government and public affairs most of the time (1), some of the time (.67), rarely (.33), or never (0)? (Q.49)

Discuss politics 

(0=never to 1=very often)

How often do you talk about current events or things you have heard about in the news with your family and friends: very often (1), sometimes (.67), rarely (.33), or never (0)? (Q.50)

Political information scale

(0 correct to 6 correct)

Additive index of six measures (Cronbach’s α=0.70)

· Would you say that one of the parties is more conservative than the other on the national level? If yes, which is more conservative? (Q.100)

· Yes, Republican Party more conservative (1)

· All other responses (0)

· How much of a majority is required for the U.S. senate and house to override a presidential veto? (Q.101) [Open-ended response, coded 1 for two-thirds or 67%; and 0 otherwise]

· Which of the following best describes who is entitled to vote in federal elections: residents (0), taxpayers (0), legal residents (0), citizens (1). (Q.102)

· Please name one of the president’s cabinet secretaries and identify the department they represent (Q.103a). [Open-ended response, coded 1 for naming cabinet member and department; and 0 otherwise]

· Please name another one of the president’s cabinet secretaries and identify the department they represent (Q.103b). [Open-ended response, coded 1 for naming cabinet member and department; and 0 otherwise]

· Five countries have permanent seats on the security council of the United Nations. Which of these countries can you name? (Q.104_1) [First open-ended response, coded 1 for naming France, PRC (China), Russian Federation, United Kingdom, or United States; and 0 otherwise]

Newspaper use 

(Count: 0 to 7)

Over the past seven days, please tell me on how many days you read a newspaper? (Q.56)

National TV news 

(Count: 0 to 7)

Over the past seven days, please tell me on how many days you watched the national news on television? (Q.58)

News radio 

(Count: 0 to 7)

Over the past seven days, please tell me on how many days you listened to the news on the radio? (Q.59)

Web news 

(Count: 0 to 7)

Over the past seven days, please tell me on how many days you read news on the internet? (Q.60)

Overall media use 

Average of newspaper, national TV, news radio, web news variables.

